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Posthumous Degrees and Certificates Policy
PURPOSE

This describes the criteria the college will use to determine eligibility for the award of posthumous degrees and certificates.

SUMMARY

A posthumous degree or certificate is a special type of honorary degree/certificate awarded to a deceased student who has not completed all programdegree requirements, but who has made considerable progress toward their program of studydegree.  It's a recognition of the student's accomplishments and is presented to the family.

STANDARD

1. The Registrar determines if the student is eligible for a posthumous degree/certificate.  The Registrar will confirm that the student is eligible for the award based on the following criteria:

a. The student was officially enrolled: is an active student and has been enrolled within the last two years.

b. The student had a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA. 

c. The student was actively pursuing completion of a degree or certificate.

d. The student successfully completed at least 50% or more of the credits required to earn the degree or certificate.

2. There may be times when these criteria apply to a degree or certificate that are different from what the student had declared (i.e., AAOT to AGS).  The Registrar can determine if the award is most appropriate in those cases and decide to award such a degree.

3. Exceptions can be made at the request of the appropriate Instructional Dean of the program or Vice President of Instruction & Students Services.

4. Awards are not officially recorded in the Student Information System (SIS) for reporting purposes. 

a. A notation is placed in the SIS and printed  on the student’s transcript. 

b. A diploma/certificate is issued to the family and includes a notation that the degree/certificate is “Awarded Posthumously.” 

c. The student’s name will also be included in the commencement program with the designation of “Awarded Posthumously.”
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